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Rev. Dr. C.E. McAdoo Joins Foundation as Gift Officer
The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas proudly announces the hiring 
of Rev. Dr. C.E. McAdoo of Little Rock as a Gift Officer in our Little Rock 
office. Rev. Dr. McAdoo joins the Foundation as a retired ordained elder 
in the Arkansas Methodist Church with over 40 years of experience 
in ministry and more than ten years of service on the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.  In his role as Gift Officer, Rev. Dr. McAdoo will be 
responsible for expanding awareness of The Methodist Foundation 
for Arkansas’s investment options and services, along with increasing 
the visibility of the Foundation’s robust grant program. 

“The Foundation bears its name because it exists to serve people,” 
said Rev. Dr. McAdoo.  “As someone who recognizes the importance 
of helping others, I was drawn to the Foundation. The needs of people 
are diverse and can range from A to Z. Hopefully; the Foundation can 
be of need in your alphabet.”

Rev. Dr. McAdoo was born and raised in Lebanon, Tennessee, and 
attended Lemmons Corner School.  He received his Bachelor of Arts 
from Little Rock’s Philander Smith College and Master of Divinity from 

St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, Missouri.  He received an honorary doctor degree of Humane 
Letters from Philander Smith College in Little Rock. McAdoo has preached in congregations nationwide 
and is a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega Fraternity, NAACP, and Little Rock 
Christian Ministerial Alliance.  He is the founder of Concise Consulting of Little Rock (conciselr.com). 
 
“Rev. Dr. McAdoo is an incredible asset to our organization,” said Rev. Wayne Clark, the Foundation’s 
President and CEO, “He is an outgoing relationship builder with an incredible knack for presenting 
complex issues to different audiences with confidence and credibility. We are excited to have him 
sharing the Foundation’s message.” 

Rev. Dr. C.E. McAdoo
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United Methodist
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Foundation President & 
CEO, Rev. Wayne Clark, 
presents to the Arkansas 
Annual Conference in Hot 
Springs, AR on Thursday, 
June 22, 2023.
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MFA STAFF
Rev. J. Wayne Clark | President & CEO
wclark@methodistfoundationar.org

Clarence E. Trice | Senior Vice President & CFO
ctrice@methodistfoundationar.org

Amy Anderson | Northwest Arkansas Development Officer

aanderson@methodistfoundationar.org

Craig Anderson  | Building Manager

Cathy Hall  | Office & Hospitality Manager

chall@methodistfoundationar.org

Kristin Hartman | Director of Accounting

khartman@methodistfoundationar.org

Rev. Lynn Kilbourne | Director of Development

LKILBOURNE@methodistfoundationar.org

Emily Madden | Account Manager

emadden@methodistfoundationar.org

Rev. Dr. C.E. McAcdoo | Gift Officer

cemcadoo@methodistfoundationAR.org

Orea Meeks | Accounting

omeeks@methodistfoundationar.org

Haley Tehan  | Communications

htehan@methodistfoundationar.org

Rev. Mackey Yokem | Director of Leadership Ministries

myokem@methodistfoundationar.org
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Matching Passions and Convictions

MFA BOARD MEMBERS
Todd Burris  | Conway 

Rev. Andreá Cummings | Great Mills, MD

Dr. Debra Fiser | Little Rock

Rev. J. J. Galloway | Hot Springs

Sam Gibson | Benton

Rev. Phil Hathcock | Maumelle

Bert Kell | Rogers

Bill Kincaid | Fayetteville

Eddie Martin | Little Rock

Bishop Laura Merrill | Little Rock 

Rev. Ronnie Miller-Yow | Little Rock

Gary Nutter  | Texarkana

Loria Oliver | Bentonville

Jill Penick | Little Rock

Rev. Jim Polk | Benton

Jan Pugh | Lake Village

Rev. Judy Rudd | Pine Bluff

Steve Shults | Little Rock

Dewitt Smith  | Ninety Six, SC

Eddie H. Walker, Jr. | Fort Smith

Rev. Brittany Watson | Little Rock  

Dr. Calvin White, Jr.  | Jonesboro

          Not too long ago, I attended an event where Karen 
Walrond spoke about her book, The Lightmaker’s 
Manifesto.  In her writings, Karen acknowledges 
we have strong convictions and causes we care 

about, but she tries to help us focus on the causes that mean the 
most to us.  She helps the reader name the skills, values, and actions 
that bring joy.  The book has creative and practical exercises to help 
focus on what will spark empathy and concern.  

One of the exercises the author does every morning is to ask herself 
these three questions:  1) How can I be healthy? 2) How can I be 
connected? 3) How can I feel purposeful? She often writes her 
responses in her journal, but she often puts those questions into 
action.  She might decide she needs to exercise that morning, write 
a letter to a friend, and volunteer at her church later that day.  

I think these are great questions for all of us to ask daily.  However, 
I think we have to go beyond just asking the questions and put the 
answers into action.  If the Foundation can help you match your 
passions and convictions with action, let us know.  In the meantime, 
I hope you will stay healthy, connected, and purposeful.

Blessings,
Wayne 

Rev. J. Wayne Clark
President & CEO

Serving Our Community:
Canvas Community Church

Foundation staff and Board members 
hosted dinner at Canvas Community 
Church in downtown Little Rock 
on July 27, 2023.   This meal 
service is open to everyone and is 
provided by the Canvas Community 
congregration and volunteer groups 
three times a week. This Wednesday 
night meal fed over 100 people 
and served as a cooling spot when 
temperatures reached over 95 
degrees outside. 

MFA Board Member Steve Schults, starts 
the serving line during dinner at Canvas 
Community Church. 



The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas is proud to make $43,000 in scholarship contributions to 43 
students receiving 2023 United Methodist Dollars for Scholars awards to begin or continue their education 
at United Methodist colleges, universities, and seminaries. 

For each recipient, the students’ local churches gave $1,000 and the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation matched that contribution. The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas gave $1,000, along 
with the student’s selected college contributing $1,000 for a significant $4,000 scholarship award to 
each student. “The board of The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas is pleased to award these grants to 
Arkansas students attending United Methodist colleges and universities during the 2023-2024 school 
year,” said MFA President and CEO, Rev. J. Wayne Clark.

Forty-Three Arkansas Students Receive 2023 UM Dollars for Scholars Grants

Serving Our Community:
Canvas Community Church



OUT & ABOUT WITH AMY ANDERSON:
Answering the Call

“Initially, we all thought COVID would only be around for a couple of weeks,” laughs Pastor 
Blake Lasater.  What started as a challenge to Lasater and three members of Eureka Springs 
UMC from another organization quickly turned into a mission and a ministry that not only 
covered all of Carroll County but developed into a collaborative effort with Pastor Michael 
Bolin and Green Forest UMC.

The challenge was how they could support their community during this brief time of uncertainty.  They 
immediately thought of providing meals, knowing that some food pantries would shut down due to the 
impending restrictions. They were given $10,000 from The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas’s Grant 
Committee to help with this ever-present need.  They quickly realized that they were dealing with more than 
just temporary assistance to help out during COVID…they were dealing with real poverty.

As the two weeks turned into months, and now years, Answering the Call (ATC) has morphed into an 
organization that has over 100 volunteers and serves 120 people every single week.  They partner with food 
distributor Ben E. Keith to get frozen meals and the local Harps grocery store for fresh fruit to supplement the 
meals- allowing each person in the house to receive seven meals plus fruit each week, a total of 840 meals 
a week that are being distributed (at no cost to the families) across Carroll County.  

ATC is able to continue its ministry due to the generosity of people in their community, as well as by receiving 
grants from other organizations, such as The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas.  “The grants from the 
Foundation have allowed us to keep going a lot longer than expected.  We will continue to do this work and 
provide for this community as long as we have the funding for it,” explained Lasater.  

 “ATC has brought together, not only the local Methodist churches to have this collaborative ministry, but 
it has been really good for the community as a whole,” said Lasater.  “It has brought together people from 

all walks of life and varying backgrounds.  This program is 
changing lives, not just for those receiving the meals, but also 
for those who volunteer each week,” Lasater explained. “It has 
been an eye-opening experience for everyone involved.  Not 
only do we realize what real poverty looks like but also what 
assumptions we have been making regarding poverty and our 
community.”  

“[Someone who] doesn’t have any connection with Green 
Forest UMC, but feels connected because of Answering the 
Call, those inroads of relationships, have been so rewarding to 
me.  Without ATC, we would never have had the opportunity 
for these relationships,” Bolin explained.   “ This highlights our 
connectional nature in the United Methodist Church.  Through 
its grant program, the Foundation reaches across many 
boundaries and separations.”  

To learn more about Answering the Call and how you can 
volunteer or support this ministry, you may follow them on 
Facebook (Answering the Call) or Instagram (@carrollcountyatc) 
or email Amy at aanderson@methodistfoundationAR.org. 

Amy Anderson
Northwest Arkansas Development Officer

(top left) Answering the Call volunteers prep meal 
kits; Pastors Michael Bolin and Blake Lasater; Bolin 
loads meals into the Green Forest UMC church van 
to be distributed in the community. 

|



Investment 
Pool

 $ 
(millions)

1 Year Return 
Benchmark  

Avg. 3 Year 
Return 

Benchmark

Avg. 5 Year 
Return 

Benchmark

Inception
Return 

Benchmark

Blended Pool  $135.1
10.0% 

 7.4%   

5.2% 

5.0%      

5.2%

4.3%     

6.8%

6.1%     

Growth Pool   $47.3
16.1%

15.8%

9.9%

9.0%    

8.0%     

6.5%

9.3% 

7.3%    

Income Pool  $10.8
1.4% 

-1.4%     

-1.7% 

-4.2%    

1.1%

1.3%         

4.5%

3.9%         
Data from Wespath Institutional Investments closing June 30, 2023   

MARKET 
UPDATE

Investment Performance Pool Reporting: June 30, 2023

There was much to celebrate at the 37th Annual Bishops’ Club 
Luncheon hosted by The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas. This 
year’s event, held on Friday, May 19, 2023, at Little Rock’s Camp 
Aldersgate, included a record attendance crowd and featured 
speaker Michelle Ator, Chancellor of the Arkansas Conference of the 
United Methodist Church.

Attendees also had the opportunity to visit with several Foundation 
grant recipients, including the Oscar Washington Scholarship Fund, 
The United Methodist Higher Education Dollar for Scholars fund, 
Project Transformation, and the International Study Cohort. See 
more events photos on methodistfoundationAR.org or Inviting 
Arkansas’ July 2023 edition.

Bishops’ Club
Luncheon 2023

Camp Aldersgate
Little Rock, AR
May 19, 2023

Photos: Luncheon speaker Michelle Ator and ARUMC Bishop Laura Merrill; Rev. Jimmy and Lorraine Mosby, Dr. Charles 
Donaldson, Gloria and Rev. C.E. McAdoo; Rev. Clark addresses luncheon guests. 

As of June 30, 2023, the balance sheet of The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas reflects 
over $211 million in assets; often we say this amount is “under management.” Among the 
50+ Methodist Foundations nation-wide, Arkansas ranks sixth in total assets.
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